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HE Power of PARLIAMENTS, when they are 
duly Elected, and rightly Convened, is (o ve- 
ry Great, that every Man who has any ſhare jn 

| the Choice of them, q = ba g his ye 

ountry lying upon him : For It Is poſſible for my ſengle 
For K4 ; fox. Fhr 26 the EleQion of akae Parliament- Man, 
whoſe ſingle Vote in the Parliament-Houſe, may either ſve 
or ſink che Narlon. And therefore It behoves Men, who 
thus diſpoſe both of themſelves and their Poſterity, and of 
their whole Country at once, to ſee that they pur al theſe 1n- 
to ſafe hands, and to be as well advis'd, as much 1n earneſt 
when they chuſe Perſons to ſerve in Parliament, as they 


uſually are when they make their laſt il! and Teſtament. 


And if this is to be done ar all times, certainly a much greater 
proportion of Care is to be taken at this Time, when cN- 
devors have been uſcd, not only to foreſtal the Freedom of 


_ Ele0n5, bur even the Freedom of Yoting in the Parliament 


Houſe: and when the Counties of England have been pra- 
&iſed upon, to be made Repealers, both within doors and 
without : They have been Catechiſed, whether, if rhey 
were Parliament-M-0, they would Repeal the Penal Laws 
and Teſts; or, if they were not choſen themſelves, whether 
they would chuſe ſuch as would. And as for the Boroughs, 
they have been all of them Sifted ro the very BB IN: 
nay ſome Perſons have been wrought upon ro cfiter 1n= 
ro Engagzments beforchand, in their Adareſſes : Bur, 
I ſuppoſe, thoſe that have been ſo very forward ro promiſe 
themſelves to ſerve a Tun, will never be rhoughr worthy 
to ſerve in Parliament, And at the ſame time others have 
made it their buſineſs, to render theſe Laws very odious 
to the People. and to hoot them out of the World ; they 
have been /.rraign'd and Condemn'd as Draconzcks, as 
Bloudy and Canibal Laws, as Ungod!y Laws, and contrary to 
the Divine Principle of Liberty of Conſczence, without the 
common Juſtice of ever being Heard: For tie preambles of 
theſe Laws, which ſhew the Juſtice and Equity of ther, 
and the Reaſonableneſs both of their Birth and Continu- 
ance, have bcen induftriouſly ſuppceſled. This indeed 
has been a very bold Adventure, for I am apt to think 
there is much Truth in my Lord Chef Juſtice Cok?'s Ob- 
ſervation, That never any Subje4 wreſiled a Fall with the 


| Laws of Englaad, but they always broke his Neck: And 


therefore, according to the Courteſie of England, I ſhall 
wiſh friend ill. Pen, and his Fellow Gamelters, a good 
ES Bur while tizey haye taken the NlHerty to 

y their Pleaſure of theſe Laws, which are now tn as ſull 
Force as the dy they were made, I ſhall rake leave, ac- 
corging to the Luty of a Loyal SubjzQa, (with whom the 
LAWS of the LAND are a Principle, and who 
muſt always own the Majeſty and Autbority of them, till ſuch 
time as they are Repealed to offer a few words 1n thetr 

chalf, which ſhall be di&ared by nothing bur Law, Truty, 


- and 7uſticez and ifevery word that I ſay, do noi appear 


to be ſuch, I ..m content to have this whole Paper go tor 


* nothing, and be as if had never been Written. 


And to proceed the more clearly and diſtinaly, I ſhall 

Firſt, Conſider the Penal Laws (a5 they are calied ) againft 

' the Papiſis, and the Two Teſts ; And Secondly, The Penal 
Y aws againſt the Liſſcncters., 


l 


* en ſ k | 
from a Freeholder, to the reſt of the FreeholJders of ENGLAND, and all 
Others, who have Votes in the Choice of Parliament-Men. | 


] 


In the Statute 3. Facobz c, x, which is Read every Fifch 
of November in our Churches, the Laws made againſt the 
Papiſts in Queen Elizabeths rime, and the Confirmation of 
them 1 Jacobs, (againſt which the great Out-cry is now 
made, and for the ſake of which, they then attempred to 
blow up both the King and Parliament } are c:led Neceſſary 
and Religios Laws: And If I prove them to be undoutt- 
edly ſuch, I hope the good People of England will look up- 
on them an hzxdred times, before they patr with them 
once. 

Firft, The Laws againſt the Papiſts are Religiou Laws 3 
they are Laws made tor the high Honour of GOD, as well 
as for the common Profit of the Realm, which is the old Title 
of all our Laws, and is the right End to which all Laws ought 
to be diredted, iLut why are they called Penal L1ws; for 
have not all Laws a Penaſty annexed to them ? Perhaps 
they mean, that theſe are Laws which interpoſe in mar- 
ters Indifferent, ſuch as is the eating of Fleſh on Frydays. 
Bur 15 not Popery Malum in ſe ? Is Idolatry an Evi only by 
chance, and by h»ppening to be prohibited? Is not the 
Worſhip of a wafer- God, an Onion-God. or a Red cloth-God 
an unſpeakable Diſhonour to the G O Þ of Heaven, in all 
places, 1n every ſeaſon of the Year, every day of the Week, 
and all boxrs of the Day ? Is it 'not eternally Evil The 


Laws of the Land found [dolatry prohibited co their hands, 


by the written Law of GO D, and even antecedently to 
thar, It wes prohibited by the Law of \atzre; and no Mu- 
DICt pal Laws 1n the World necd defire a better 3rarrant 2 
And thereforeto Repeal the Laws made againſt the 140! 
of the Maſs, Agnu Dez's, Blocks-4lmighty, and the infinite 
idolatry which Is int:rwoven with Popery, is neither more 
nor leſs, than to undertake to Repeal the Laws of 
G OD. 

Secondly, The Laws made againſt the Seminary Priefts 
and Romiſh Miſſjaners, are Religio:s Laws, becauſe they 
are made In purſuance of Sajar John's Precepr. 2 Epiſt. 
IO, 11. Tj there come any unto you, and bring n«t this Po- 
cirine, recezve him not into your houſe, neitber bid him Gods 


ſpeea: For he that bitdeth him Go4-ſpeed, is partakry 


of his evil deeds, Bur do the Seminaties come and bring 
us the true Dotirin of Chriſt? Do they not bring us another 
Goſpel ? As Dr. Sherlock has vnanfwerably proved upon 
them, 1a the Second Part of his Preſetive againf Popery. 
And therefore as every private 14% is bound to ſhur his 
Doors againſt theſe Deceivers and Seducers, by the ſame 
reaſon every Community is bound io expel and drive them 
out of the Nation, And I think there never were ſuch cr- 
rant Che-ts and Impoſtors as theſe are: for they, by their 
Maſics, can f-tch Sorls out of Purgatory, of their own putting 
1; they can forgive Sins, in the Sacramenr of Confefh1- 
on; they can drive away the Devil, wirh Crofles and Ho- 
ly Warcr ; and they can make their God, in the Sacrament, 
They maie a God! they make a Pudding ! 

Ayaln, The Laws againft the Papiſts, are called Neceſſa- 
17 Laws, and ſo they were to the very being of the King- 
dom. In the fit of El/zabeth, the Oath of Supremacy was 
abſolutely neceſlary to throw off the Romiſh Yoke, and 
that intolerable Uſurpation and Tyranny of the Pope, un- 


A ger 


der which both the Crown and Kingdom were perfe& 
*Siaves: And afterwards, was it not time to look after the 
Pope's Chaplains, when they had raiſed a Rebellion in rhe 
North, and he hitnſe!f had (cnt a Bull to Depoſe the Queen, 
and to Abſolv: h rc Subjc&s from their Alleglance? I do 
not menri:.n ihe continual Minings of the Queen of Scots, 
in which the Popiſh Party always joyned with her, and 
beſides, h:d drawn in ſeveral deluded Proteſtants ; which 
made ag ea: Jeſt to the Papiſts, That Proteftanrs ſhould 
be ſo intatuated as to afi ſt the Queen of Scots to their own 
Deſiru&ion: 2s is to be ſeen in Sir Francs Walſrngham's 
Letter, written from Pr, ill extant 1n tac Cabala of Let- 
ters, In ſhort, ir appeirs by the Preambtes of all choſe 
Statutes in that Reign, that the Kingdom made every one 
of th:m in their cw" Defence, and to preſerve themſelves 
from Opiſh Attempts, and that the Nation had utterly 
pzriſhed withour them. | 

And then in King Fames's time, DId not the Papiſts dig 
under the very Pillars of the Kingdom, and make them 
fhake, when they laid fo many Barrels of Gunpowder un- 
der the Parl:am-ni-Houſe? And was it not high time to tie 
their hands by the AAs which followed ; by more clolcly 
confining them to their Houſes, by baniſhivg them ten Miles 
from Lon./on, by diſabling them not only from all Offices, 
but from being in any publick Employment, and by tho- 
xowly diſarming chem, ſo much as from wearing a Sword, 

An4 was it nor time, in the late King's Reign, to put 
new life into the Di:abling AQs, by the addition of a 7eſt, 
when ſeveral Payiits had gotren the greateſt Offices of rhe 
Kingdom into their hands? And then as for the Parlz4- 
ment-'[eſt, that the | apiſts may nor be our Law-gzvers, be- 
fides the perperual neceſſity of ſuch a Law, rhe Occafion 
of it is flilt upon Record both in Mens Minds, and very 
largely in the 7-ur41 of the Houſe of Lords, and 1n other 
inferiour Cour: s of Record. 

And if theſe were all of them Neceſſary Laws when they 
were made, riey are b:come ten times m:re Neceſſary 
Hince : for now Vopery has Be ſet us, and Hemmed us in on 
every fide. We have 2n Ariny of Priefis and Jeſuits, the 
rue Fore-runners of Antichriſt, jm:the Bowels of the King- 
dom 5 nay, the Pop: hinf If, who by ſeveral Laws is de- 
clared ro he th: pub'ick Fnemy of the Kingdom, has arrived 
ſome time ſince 1m his Nuncio, and 1s now compaſſing the 
Land iii four Apoltolick Vicars. And therefore totalk of 
Rept1lirg Ja ve, when ve want tne fſiriReſt Execution of 
them, i> t:1k cn'yſr for Bedlam + and thar Nation which 
Repeais N:cefſury Lows, whea it has the greateſt Neceſſity 
for ticm, mufl he concluded to be Weary of its own Life, 
3nd is Filode ſe! 


Secondly. I com: now to the Penal Laws againſt the Diſ- 
ſenters, concerning which, I ſhall ſay the leſs, becauſe Gods 
time for the Repealirg of thoſe Laws is nor yer come: 
For if they cannot be Repealed in this junAure of time, 
anleſs the Diſſe»ters pur forth their hands to the ſetting up 


BS 


Bill for Repealing the 25th of Fliz1b#h, which paſſed 
both Houſes of a Chwch of England Parliament, though the 
Diſlenters loſt the Benefir of that Pledge, and Earneſt of 
their Good will, and are nor ignorant which way it was 
loſt. Bur in the mean time, if our Diſlenting Brethren 
ſhould endeavor to gt theſe Laws Repealed, by parting on 
their fide with the Laws againſt Popery, then I beg of them 
to mind the plain Engliſh of ſuch Conditions, Ir 15 as if 
the Diſlenters ſhould ſay ths to the Papiſts: Do You 
« help Us ro ſet up Meeting- Honſes, and we will do as much 
« for your Moſ5-Houres, Let but the pure Worthip of 
«© G OD be Eſtabliſhed without Ceremonies, and we are 
« content, that Idolatry It ſelf ſhall go ſhare and ſhare like 
« jn the ſame Eftabl ſhment - ro make a Magna Charta 
« which ſhall be equal, let CHRIST have his part in 
« jt and Fntichziſt ſhall be ſure ro havehis : Our buſineſs 
«js, to receive the Sacrament wirhout Kneeling ; and up. 
<« on that Condition, we will joyn 1n the making of Laws, 
<« which ſhall Authorize the Deifying a bir of Bread, the 
« Worſhipping of it for a God, the Praying to tr, Idola.. 
« try, COST, any thing in the World for them that 
«ke It. 

Now is not this a very fazy Speech, and does It not well 
becomethe mouths of Proteſtants ! I would fain preſs this 
home upon the Conſciences, both of rhoſe D:ſſenters who 
are hired, and of thoſe who are not hzred, to labour the Re. 


peal of our Lavs: Doyoufear the Informers more than. 


God 2 Will you for the ſake of your /ittle Conventicles,do the 
greateſt Evils, which you þnow to be (uchg You know in 
your very Hearts, that the Worſhip of Images, Croſſes, and 
of a Wafer, is abominable Idolatry . that the half-Communzon 
is Sacriledge;z and that many other Points of Popery are 
Blajphemous Fables : And will you (et up thx ſor one of 


your Religions, as by Law Efiabliſhed ? Will you do all 


that hands can do, ro entail Idolatry up n the Nati-n, not 
only Removendo prohibens, as Divines diſtir.guiſh, by pulling 
down the Laws which hinder tt, bur alſo Promovendo ad- 
Juvans, by making a perperual Magna charta for it ? 
The Laws and Conſtitution of a Country do denominate 
thar Country ;, if Atheiſm were here Authorized by Law, 
this would bean Atheiſtical Nation; and if 1dotatry be ſet 
up by Law, it Is an 2dolatrous Natzon; and all thar have 
any hand in ir, make ir the Sin of the Nation, as well as 
their own. Think thercfore of theſe rhing in rime, before 
you have involved both your ſelves and your Covntry in a 
miſcrable Eſtate; and remember poor Francs Spira who 
went againſt Light, 

But adly, There is juſt as much Pruden:e as Conſczence 
M theſe Proceedjagsz For by Repealing tie Laws agaliit 
Popery, you Reverſe the Outlawry, and take off thoſe legal 


Diſabilities which the Papiſts now lie under, and which + 
havehitherto ried their hands from Deſtroying Hereticks. | 
When Papifts fhall be Rzght Juftzces and Sheriffs, and not | 
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Connterſtits, when they ſhall be Probi & legates homines, WK 
and paſs Muſter in L:w, when they fhall be both our Legal Tuan 
Fudges and our Lawful Fuies, and when Proteſtants ſhall@ ©, Uh) , 
come to be Tried by their Country, that is to ſay, by their id | 


, 


of 119/4try, then they cannot he Rep:aled: and therefbre 
what cannot be now done withour manifeſt Impiety, mult 
even be ler alone till it can be done with a good Conſcience. 


As for rhe good Diſpoſition which is in the Conformiſts, ro 
Reveal thoſe { aws, with the firſt Opportunity, thar is al- 
ways to be meaſured by AQtions rather than Words, 
2n1 therefore I ſhall give them an Inſtance of Ir 18s the 


Twelve Popiſh Godfathers, they may eafly know what ſort Ml"); 
of Bleſſing they zre ro expet. The Papifts want no. 
rhing but theſe Advantages to make a fair riddance of 


all Proteſtants; for we (ce by ſeveral of their late 
Pamphlets 


' - have a great dexterity in lajing it Treaſon. Now this 


is a cvil way of Anſwering Arguments, for which we are 
bound to thank chem, decuulſc it (9 plainly d'ſcovers what 
they would be ar, if it were in their Power. Bu; how 
comes ir ro be Treaſon to (peak agaiiſt a Religion which Is 


Gall j, It (-1f High-Treaſon, and Prcofcrived by ſo many Laws ? 
ph: 1 Why, their Medium is this, That Popery is the King's 
. Religion, and therefore, by an Innuendo, what is ſaid 
met againſt that, is meant agataſt him. Bur is there any Law 
Ah of Eg91and, thar Popery j241/ 5e the King's Reltgion 2 Or 


1. | ir Declared by any L1w, that ”opery either z, 
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or £4% 
be his Religion 2 On the other hand, we are enavled by 


an AR in chis very Relig, ro pronounce Popery co be a 
Falſe Religion, and ro Aﬀert the Religion which is now 
Profeſled in the Church of England, ani Eftabliſhed by the 
Laws of this Realm, to be the True Chrzt:an Religion. [AR 
for Building S. Annes Church, p. 133. | Burt theie Gentle- 
men it ſeems are for Hanging Men without Law, or againſt 
Law, or any how; and therefore we thank them again, 
for being rhus plain with us before hand, Now tf they 
be thus T1ſolent, when they are ſo very O':7nox1ous them- 
ſelves, and have Halters abour their ow1 Necks, wi h whar 
a Rod of Iron will they Rule us, when they are our Mt 
flers ! Whar havock will rizey then make of the Nation, 
when we already ſce Magdalen-College, which w2s lately 
a Flouriſhing Society of Proteſtants, now made a Den of 7e- 
ſuites; and thar done ro» in ſuch a way, as ſhakes all the 
PROPERTY 1n England ? Or who can be ſafe, after 
our Laws are Repealed, when Endeavours have been 
lately uſed, to extraft Sedztion even our of Prayers and 
Tears, and the Biſhops Humble Petition was threatned to be 


made a Treaſonable Libel ? 


Bur here the Diſſenters have a planfible Excuſe for 
themſelves: For ſay rhz:y, We have now an opportunity of 
getting the Laws which are againſt us Repealed, which 1s 
clear Gain , and as for our refuſing to Repeal the Laws 
againſt Popery, ther. is nothing gotten by that, either to 
us or to any body elſe ; for they are already as good as Re- 
pealed by the Di/penſeng- Power : and therefore ſuch Dit- 


courſe as this, only adviſes us to ſtand in our own light, 


withour doing any good to the Natlon ar al]; for there will 
be Popiſh Juſtices, >heriffs, Judges, and Juries, whether 
we will or no, for whaiſoever we refuſe tro do, the Diſ= 
penſing-Power wiil ſupply. 

To which I Anſwer, Do you keep your hands »ff from 
Repealing the Laws, let who will Contravene or Tranfl- 
greſs them, for then you are free from the Bloud of all 
Men; you have no ſhire in the Guile of thoſ- Miſchi:fs 
which befal your Country, which wopld, ſgoncr or later, 
be 2 heavy Burden, and a dead Weight upon the Conſci- 
ence of any Proteſtanr, Bur hefides, ler the La-:s atone, 
and they will defend both themſelves and us roo: For if 
the Lawſays, That a Papiſt ſhall nor, nor cannot have an 


i» Office, then he ſhall nor nor cannoc, For who can ſpeak 
| WW Louder than rhe !. aws ? 


As for a Diſpenſing- ®ower, inherent in the King, which 
can ſer aſide as many oj the 7.»ws of the Land as he pleaſes, 
and Suſpend the Force and Ovligzrion of them, : which 
has becn lately held for:h by many FzIſe and Unſaw'nl 
Pamphlets ) the Diſlearers krow very well that there 1s 


£3.) 
%. Pamphlets, that If any thing be ſaid againſt Popery they 


no ſuch thing ; but that no body may pretend Tgnorance, x 
ſhall here prove, in very few words, That by the Eſta. 
bliſh-d Laws of the Land, the King cant have ſuch a 
Diſpenfung-Power; unleſs Diſpenſng with the Laws, ang 
Executing the Liws be the ſame thing; and unleſs both 
keeping the L:iws himſelf, and caufiag them to be kept by 
all others, be the Eng!i/3 of Diſpe fiag with then : For in 
the Starure of Proviſors, 25 Edw. 3. C. 25, we have this 
[21d dowa for Law, Thar the King is bound to Execue 
thoſe Statures which are Unrepealed, and to cauſe them 
to be kept as the Law of this Realm :; the words are theſe, 
ſperking of a Stature made in the time of Edw r4 tie Firſt, 
Wot h Statute holdet' always his Force, an1 was never De- 


Jeated or Annull'd in any point, Ani by ſomuch our Sovereigt 


Lord the King is bound by bis Oath to do, the ſams to be heye. 
as the Ltw of this Realm, although by <uff erance and Negli- 
gence it hath ſence been attempted to the contrary. $o that the 
Coronation Oath, and the Diſpenſeng- Power, are here by + 
King E1ward the Third, and his Parliament, Declared to 
be utcerly Inconſiſtent. Now the Coronation-Oath is a 
Fundamental Law of this Kingdom, for it is antecedene 
tothe Oath of Allegiance. Accordingly if you look upon - 
the Coronation-Oath inthe Parliament Ro, 1 Hen. 4. you + 
ſhall rchere find, har in the third Branch of ir, the-King -_ 
Grants and Promiſes upon his Oath, Thet the Laws (half 
be kert and protefied by him, ſecundum Viires ſuas, to the ut 
moſt of his Power and therefore he has no Power left him - 
to Diſpenſe withal. 


By which it appears, that thoſe men are the wretched - 


- Enemies both of the King and Kingdom, who would fain 


perſwade the King, that he has this Diſpenſing - Power 
becauſe therein they endeavour to perſwade him, thar 
Perjury 1s his Prerogative. Heretofore, in Treſs/ian's time, 
ſome of the Ocacles of the Law were conſulted, Whether 
it could ſtand with the Law of the Kingdom, thar the King 
might 0bvzate and witb-ſtand the Ordinances eoncerning 
the King and rhe Kingdom, which were made in the aft 
Parliament, by the Peers and Commons of the Rea'm, 
wich rhe King's Aﬀſent, tough (as the Courtiers (aid ) 
forced in thatbehalf? And they made Anſwer, That the 
King meght 4:n:1 ſuch Ordinances, and Change them at 
his pleaſure, 1nroa berter faſhion, becauſe he was aboue 
the Laws, Knyghton, Col. 2593. Now this was very Falſe 
Law, as thoſe Judges found afrerwards to their Coſt; and - 
ir was grounded oa the worſt Reaſon that could be : For 
they muſt needs know from all thetr Books, and from the 
Mirror in particular, p. 282, That the fit and Sovereign 
Abufion of the Law (hat 1s, the chief Contrariety and Re- 
pugnancy to It) .zs for the King to br above the Law, w'294- 
as he ought ta be Subjcil to it, as is contatned in his. Oath. 
Netther could they be ignorant of that Argumenr which 
the Peers uſed, to ſhew the Abſurdity of ſuch a ſuppoſi- 
tion ; ir is recorded in the Annals of Burtor, ſer forth, as 
I rake ir, by Mr. Gbadiah Walker, $i Rex eſt ſupra Legem, 
tunc oft extra legem; Nun Rex Anglie eſt Fxlex If the 
King be avove the Law, then he is without the Law. - 
Whar!. is the King of Enzland an Outlaw ? Andas for the 
words of. Bratton, rhey were too plain; cither ro need a 
Commenr or Tranſlation, Rex habet Superiorem Deum, itens 


_ Legem fer quam ſaſtns 4ſt - Rex, item Curlan ſuim, ſcil, 
- Gomites & Barones. 


As likewiſe thoſe otcer word) of his, 


[4 5 
ded, and he had thereupon kiſſed hls Hand to the Sun or 


1444 Voluntes Iniperat Gr non Lex, 3bi non off Rex: Where 
"ke makes it the very Eflence of our King, to Govern 4C- 
cording to Law. 

Having therefore ſhewn, thar the L1ys are always mn 
full Force till they are Revoked by tke ſame Authority 
which made them, and rthar all Perſons wiatiocver are 
bound to the Laws, and that the Laws themielves were 
never in Bondage to any Man 3 wc. krow from thence, 
what we are to conclude, concerning thoſe Papiſts, who 
pretend to be in Office in Defiance to the Laws. We had 
once a miſchievous Diſtin&ion off .heriffs de Fure, and 
Sheriffs de Faflo 3 Bur theſe, who prerend to be 1n Office 
without raking the TEST, are no Officers etther 11 Rzght 
or in Faf: for the 25 Car. 2. ſays, Thar their Offices are 
zpſo fatto, void, and then thoſe Offizers are zpſo fatfo, no 
Officers, and can do us no more hurt tian 1 they were 
under Ground ; and therefore we need not trouble our 
| Heads about them, though they may in all likeljhood fall 
under the Care and Conſideration of a Par{zanent. 

Afcer all, ſome perſons may poſſibly be ſo far deluded, 
as to think there is ſomewhar of £quity in the Toleration 
of Papiſts, ard thar it 1s the Chriſtian Rule Of dozrg as one 
would be done by, Now for any Papiſt to plead this Rule 
of Equity himſelf, or any body <lſe in his behalf, Is juſt as 
if a High.way- Man fhould thus urge it upon his Judge ; 
5. My Lord, if you Havg me, you break the Golden Rule ; 
<c for I am ſure you are not willing to be fo ſerved your 
« elf, nor to hang with me. Now the Equity of the Judge 
in this caſe does not Iye, either in forbearing ro puniſh the 
Offender, or in Hanging with him for Company, bur in 
being content ro ſubmjr ro the ſame Law, if he himſelf 
ſhouid commit the ſame Crime. And fo are we willing to 
lye under all the Penal Laws, whenever we turn Papiſts : 
And therefore no body can tax us with want of Equzty 
becauſe we do no otherways to the Papifts, than we are 
willing to be done by, in the ſame caſe. Bur it may be 
fajd, that our Conſcience does nor ſerve us to be Papiſts, 
tho theirs docs, Neither does the Judge's Conſcience 
ſerye hi to rob, thoit ſeems the Highway-\ian's did ; 
and therefore take heed of Liberty of Conſcience. Still ir 
may be further replied, Thar this is properly a Zuazcial 
Cauſe, becauie, Rebbery is a breach of the Peace and of Pro= 
perty, and therefore oyght to be Puxiſhed: whereas the 
#.rſhip and Service of God according to2 Mans Conſcience, 
tho ic be amiſs, yet ir oyght not to be puniſhed by Humane 
Laws, but is to be reſerved to the Judgment of God alone, 
who 1s Lord of Conſcience. 

Now this is the New Do&rine which T ſhall prove tobe 
Falſe, by poſitive and exprefs Scripture. For Fob ſays, 
Ch. 31. v. 23, That 1t his Heart had been ſecretly perſua- 


Moon, This were an inzquity to be puni(hed by the Fudge, be. 
cauſe he had therein Lyed againft the God above. $o 
that tho a Mans Heart and Conſcience lead him to Idola- 

y, yet Job tells us, this 1s 'nditable ; fir 1s avon pelili, a 

udicial Crime, and as Puniſh ble by Human Laws, as A. 
daltery with another Mans Wife is ; as you have it inthe 
ſame Phraſe in the 11th. verſe of the ſame Chapter, 

The ſecond Inſtance of a Punifhable Conſcience 1n the Ser. 
vice of God, is that which our Saviour gives us, 7ohs 16.2, 
Tea the time cometh, that whoſoever kul'tth you, will think he 
aoth God Service. Now I would fain know, whether {ach 
a Conſcience as this ought not to be Reſtrained and Puniſh- 
ed: And whether it be Sacrzledg for Human Las to con- 
trole Conſcience, I mean ſucha one as Kills and Murders 
for God's ſake? And I ak again, whether there be no Con. 
ſciences of this Stamp now In the World : and whether 
there has nor been an Holy Iaquifirion,Religicus Cruf adoes, 
and Meritorious Maſſacres to cxtirpate Hereticks, and a. 
bundance of this Divine Service in the Church of Rowe? 
Whether they have not offered up whole Hecatombs of 
theſe Sacrifices jn moſt Countries ? And whether a Neigh- 
boring Prince has nor been highly cxtolled, and had all his 
moſt Chriſtian Tities double Gilr, with the Flx: terjes of 
his Clergy, for the late Merit of his Relzgious Service in 
this kind ? And ther: fore if men will do things in order, 
let them firſt ſend for a breed of Irzſh-Wolves, and give 
them Engli{h Liberties ; let them dig down their Walls and 
ler in the Seaz let them begin with ſome of theſe Prelimi. 
narzes, before they think of Repealing te Laws againſt 


Popery, and of letting looſe ſuch Conſciences as theſe wpon 
US, 


To Conclude therefore, Ic hi-hly Concerns you, in the 
Choice of { arliament-Men, to decline all thoſe Men, who 
are willing ro Conſent to ſo Great and (o Fatal 4 Revolution, 
as the Repeal of ſo many Laws at once ;z which would plan- 
ly expoſe the Proteſtant Religion to be ſwallowed up. 
You want Men like their Anceftors; who had the Courage 
and Reſolution to declare in Parliament, Nolumus Leges 


Anglie mutari : We will not have the Laws of England Ale 


tered, Chuſe ſuchas will nor Betray the Great Truft you 
repoſe in them. The Writ for EleR1ons ſays, That you 
Impower your Repreſentatives :: Tell them therefore for 
whar you Impower them ; For the Mazrntenance and Pre- 


ſervation of the Proteftant Re!1gion, and of our good Laws, - - 


and not for their Deftiugion, And when you have done 
this, and taken all the care you can, you have done your 
Durcics: And I have nothing more to add, but, G@ 0 Þ 
Speed Your Meliions. 


by 
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